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which to a considerable extent kept England free from the embroil-
ments and invasions of the nations of the continent.
However, the gradual evolution of the European type of civilization
during the Middle Ages is linked with the growth of the National
concept. This is the main topic of the next chapter, so no further
reference to the development of these nations will be made in this
section. In conclusion we may note that there has been a very real
displacement of power and culture from the south-east of Europe to
the north-west during the period from, say, 800 B.C. to A.D. 1900.
This displacement is suggested by the heavy black arrow, which is the
most obvious feature in Fig. 30. It seems likely that there will be
somewhat of a shift in the general organization of the British Empire
after the recent World War. Britain is too near the complex cultural
and national conflicts of the continent to be the ideal centre of British
power in the future. If her centre is displaced elsewhere, it is difficult
to see what will prevent the focus of European power from shifting
still further into the cool north, say to the Kremlin of Moscow.